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Kinsale Shark Awards 2010

Brief Background

It’s the 48th year for The Shark Awards taking place on the 17 and 18 of September. One of the longest running international advertising festivals in the world. Entries come in from all over the world. Last year there were entries from 29 different countries. Closing date for entries is August 6th 2010. Tanya Cawley has been festival manager for the last 2 years. 

The uniqueness of The Shark Awards comes from the exceptional standard of judging. The jury judge every single entry, which means that the creative standard for winning a shark head trophy is consistent across every category. There are 8 jury members on the main jury panel. One of those jury members is an Irish juror put forward by IAPI and leading Irish creative directors. There are 5 jury members on the promo jury panel.

This year the festival has announced new digital categories and Dave Birss, Head of Creative at OgilyOne designed the categories. The categories can be viewed on our website; www.kinsalesharks.com

One of the biggest features of The Shark Awards, compared to other international festivals, is that the entry fees really are kept as low as they can be. The festival really is about rewarding outstanding creative ideas and it’s not about ripping people off in the process. For example a single entry into Cannes is €620. A single entry into The Shark Awards is €255. Delegate fees in Cannes start at €1499, while The Shark Awards slashed delegate fees last year to €220 for a full fee. That price has been maintained for 2010 to encourage creative participation in Kinsale. The festival has also struck great deals with hotels for delegates.

Last year the festival made a modest profit, all of which has been put back into the festival for 2010. And it’s all because this is the only international festival that’s held in Ireland. It’s where the best of Irish talent, mingles with the best from around the world, in a stunning location. The creative director from BBH, can be sitting beside a junior creative from a small agency in Ireland, sharing a pint and having the craic. No other festival can match that kind of intimacy and openness.

The Shark head trophy is manufactured in Ireland by Tipperary Crystal. The Palm D’Or, Agency of the Year, Grand Prix and Network of the Year awards are made from Crystal. 
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The Shark Awards Ltd. is a registered company in Ireland at 8 Upper Fitzwilliam St, Dublin 2. Registered No. 454947. Vat No. IE 9685892T e: info@kinsalesharkawards.com. Directors: P. Brady (Windmill Lane) M. Hanrahan (UK), G. Kennedy, C. Lambert, S. McCrave (IAPI), S. McGonigle, D. Murphy, E. Ruane, M. Walker (UK)​







